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EDITORIAL
Dear Reader,
This fifth issue of our newsletter is dedicated to CITTA’s urban planning
and housing research unit (RU). Some of the most important research
projects recently finished are outlined, emphasising the theoretical and
practical relevance of outcomes and results so far achieved. A reference
will also be made to new projects and research initiatives. The overall
progress of this research unit can be appreciated revisiting our second
issue, also dedicated to this RU, and dating back to October, 2007.
The cyclical nature of our research activities and the need to keep the
momentum moving forward with ambition and determination places a
significant challenge to researchers and, in particular, to research
managers and coordinators. There’s no time to rest and contemplate our
past achievements. The world of research never stops and moves with an
increasing an astonishing speed. To keep in touch is already difficult
enough, not to speak of aiming to sit at the forefront, opening the roads
and avenues ahead. And this is the very nature of planning research, rather
demanding but, also, enjoyable and rewarding.
Our second annual conference is approaching. The main theme is Planning
in times of uncertainty, i.e planning in these present times of economic
crisis and social instability. It will take place on the 15th of May, at our
Faculty. This year the programme includes an afternoon dedicated to three
thematic sessions, in correspondence to CITTA’s internal structure made up
of three RUs. These sessions are open to all participants willing to submit
papers in advance and then share with us their concerns, design
methodologies and research results. Two plenary sessions will cover the
morning, which will be divided between the presentations of four
prestigious keynote speakers and the presentations of two major
international research projects by their respective team leaders (for a brief
summary of these projects, entitled SUME and MOPUS, see our Newsletter
4). The reader is warmly invited to join us and to actively participate in our
annual meeting and research conference.
Paulo Pinho
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SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS ORGANIZATION

RESEARCH UNIT 2
The projects developed in Research Unit 2 (Urban Planning & Housing)
continue to explore the main focus of our research: urban policies and
their institutional landscape. This orientation emerges from the complexity
of models and instruments of action in the urban context. It is
acknowledged that planning professionals are working in an open,
heterogeneous and complex institutional space, where different agents,
with different ways of defining and understanding the problems, influence
policy agendas and city planning.
In particular, the research tries to understand the challenges associated to:
i) the complex interaction between modes of intervention and modes of
“problematizing” urban problems; ii) the need to frame the diversified and
flexible role of several urban policy instruments, actors and governance
modes; and iii) the need to integrate new values and processes in the
“construction” of urban change.
This is the context of the on-going PhD projects. Two of them explore the
decision making processes at metropolitan level, the roles of new
institutions and coalitions, and the strategies for the coordination of urban
(and spatial) policies. One PhD project is dedicated to the problem of the
inter-municipal articulation of territorial policies. It analyses the complex
institutional “instrumentation” of those policies, their qualities and their
dynamics. A significant number of papers in journals and in international
conferences have been published. Another PhD project is dedicated to the
study of the relationships between different governance modes, analyzing
the possibilities of institutional convergence between territorial
perspectives and sectoral based perspectives (transportation). This project,
which is in its initial phase, is developed in cooperation with CITTA’s
Research Unit 3 (Transport Planning & Logistics). Finally, a third PhD
project is being developed, under the main heading of the rehabilitation of
the historical and patrimonial city, aiming to contribute to the production
of new models for its integrated regeneration.
Our research framework is also developed by other projects. One project
conducts a discussion on the social justice concept, as part of a new frame
of reference for urban policies, sensitive both to the processes and to the
values which must inform urban policies. Several papers have been
published on this topic. Other project, which is now concluded, was
directed to evaluation methodologies of urban policies and programmes, in
contexts of institutional fragmentation. Its main results are now being
published. A more recent example is a FCT funded project dedicated to the
creative city and to the role of urban policies. The acknowledgment of
important tensions in “competitiveness/cohesion” relations – what is being
labelled as its “vicious” and “virtuous” circles – justifies the attention
given to innovative urban policies and its role in urban resurgence.
Isabel Breda Vázquez
Paulo Conceição
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