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Dear Reader,

At the time of writing we have not yet received any official communication
from FCT about the visit of the evaluation panel to our centre as part of
the current R&D centres’ evaluation process. There are reasons to believe
that the visit will only take place next year. Indeed, FCT has already asked
all R&D centres to prepare and submit a proposal to request funding for
2019. According to FCT instructions this proposal cannot exceed the
average of the annual amounts of funding received in the last couple of
years. In practice, it represents a second extension of the previous package
of funding. The first covered the current year of 2018. This is obviously a
sign that the evaluation process of the R&D centres is already delayed and
will be prolonged into the next year.

If one recalls that the evaluation process started in 2017 and the centre’s
reports were submitted in January of 2018, it is very likely that the entire
evaluation process will not be finished before the summer of 2019. Two
years or more for an evaluation process of research activities, which, as we
all know, are increasingly dynamic and competitive, by their very nature, is
hardly acceptable, not to speak of the increased costs involved. And more
resources absorbed by the administration of the evaluation machine means
fewer resources for the centres’ activities, the ultimate objective of a
funding institution like FCT.

Having said that, one has to recognise that, independently of the final
results, which we all expect to be fair, the serious preparation of a
demanding and important evaluation process such as the current one,
always brings some fringe benefits to the R&D centres involved that cannot
be ignored. In our case, and among some other activities and thoughts, it
fostered a thorough and collective reflection on the ethical issues
associated to our research activities and to the internal workings of our
centre.

Based on an excellent position paper prepared by one of our senior
researchers, Anténio Ferreira, all members of the centre were invited to
discuss a wide range of ethical issues related to the development of
research, dealing with urban, environmental and transport planning. In
practice it was another opportunity to bring together senior and junior
researchers from Oporto and from Coimbra in a long session, which
accounted with a high level of participation. In the end several
contributions were gathered and incorporated into the initial draft
guidelines, which, through this participatory process, became a truly
collaborative document of the Centre. Soon the final version will be
available for download from our website.

Speaking about the website, a reference has also to be made here to the
important coordinating role of Sara Santos Cruz in the reconstruction,
updating and expansion of our website, over the last months, after having
been victim of a hackers’ attack last Summer. A word of appreciation
should also go to our informatics technician Manuel Guimardes for the
technical development of the new site in a rather short period of time
given the evaluation process under way.

Finally, | would like to thank all the members of the local organizing
committee of our highly successful 11th annual conference, which took
place in Coimbra in the past month of October on the theme: The
Portuguese-speaking area and the future of cities. A special word of
appreciation should go to Arminda Almeida for all her dedication,
enthusiasm and overall coordinating role, and to Anabela Ribeiro for the
initial idea of articulating the CITTA conference with the PLURIS congress.
This option brought together participants from these two events coming
from both sides of the Atlantic, enabling a wider and richer exchange of
views and inspiring debates in both the plenary sessions and the parallel
sessions.

Paulo Pinho
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PAVENERGY - Pavement Energy Harvest
Solutions - Solucdes de Geracgédo de Energia
nos Pavimentos. Total funding €185.000,00.
Funding body: Fundagdo para a Ciéncia e
Tecnologia. Ref: PTDC/ECM-
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Duration: 3 years.
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AUTODRIVING - Modelling the Driver
Behaviour in Automated Driving Using a
Driving Simulator (POCI-01-0145-FEDER-
028526), Started.

AWAREE - A data driven towards driver
attention (MIT-EXPL/STS/0125/2017),
Started.

SIMUSAFE - Simulator of behavioural aspects
for safer transport (H2020|SC| Transport -
H2020]Societal Challenges] Transport),
Ongoing.
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Porto.
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Intermunicipal e Inter-Regional da CIM-RC”*;

Awarding Entity - CIM-RC; 2017-2018.

Silva, J.P.; Technical Coordination of the
Project “Road Safety Plan for the
Municipalities of the Inter Municipal
Community of the Region of Leiria”; 2018.

Ferreira, A.; Honorable Mention in
Research: International Publications by the
Faculty of Sciences and Technology of the
University of Coimbra.

RESEARCH GROUP 3

The TEM-Transport Engineering and Management CITTA’s research group is
incurring in a productive period amongst its main objectives of contributing
to a safe and high quality mobile environment, through the design and
implementation of innovative solutions of speed management, namely by
better understanding and modelling road users’ behavior. In parallel
significant research and development work is being carried out in the areas
of life-cycle assessment of transport infrastructures and towards improving
the energy efficiency of urban transport infrastructures.

Different elements of the research group are currently enrolled in a
number of significant research projects, such as the ongoing PAVENERGY-
Pavement Energy Harvest Solutions, and SIMUSAFE-Simulator of Behavioural
Aspects for Safer Transport, to the starting AUTODRIVING-Modelling the
Driver Behaviour in Automated Driving, and the also starting project
AWAREE-A data driven towards Driver Attention.

Results from these and other lines of research are being presented to the
academia, through more than a dozen of independently refereed papers
which have recently been published in reference specialist international
journals.

At the same time, the submission for discussion and dissemination of the
research has been extensively carried out through the presentation of
papers in relevant conferences, both at the national and at the
international level.

At the national level presentations were produced at the MIT Portugal
Annual Conference, the CITTA 11th Annual Conference on Planning
Research and at PLURIS2018.

At the international level a much higher number of participations were
registered in different conferences or symposiums covering the wide range
of research topics covered by this research group: 31st ICTCT Conference;
CETRA 2018; Sixth International Symposium on Life-Cycle Civil Engineering;
EWGT 2018; 32° Congresso de Ensino e Pesquisa em Transportes ANPET; 4th
International Conference on Road and Rail Infrastructure; International
Society for Asphalt Pavements (ISAP) Conference; 6th World Conference on
Information Systems and Technologies; EDULEARN18 Conference; 3rd World
Multidisciplinary Civil Engineering - Architecture - Urban Planning
Symposium.

Members of the group have also been involved in the organization of the
PLURIS2018 AND 31ST ICTCT conferences, and have participated as
members of scientific committees.

Finally, it is also worth mentioning the involvement by members of the TEM
research groups in significant collaborations with Portuguese Public
Authorities responsible for different transport systems planning and
management. Especially relevant have been collaborations related with the
development of specialized Mobility Plans for the municipalities of Vila
Real, Vila do Conde, Leiria and Oporto. Also significant is the
comprehensive - the regional Public Transportation Network planning
process being carried out for the CIM-RC regional authority, which covers
nineteen municipalities.

Alvaro Seco




